
Utah Virtual Academy



What is the Utah Virtual Academy?

• The first virtual charter school delivered in Utah

• The State of Utah is our boundaries and we serve 
grades K-12.  We have 1250 students for 2009-10 
academic year, 2050 for 2010-11

• Comprehensive, all encompassing school

• Fully staffed with UT-Licensed teachers and 
administration

• A partnership between parents, students and teachers

• Curriculum is on-line with physical materials to support



What is K12?
• The largest provider of online curriculum for public virtual schools.  More 

than 80,000 students are using the K12 academic program in 26 statewide 
online public schools and other e-learning programs internationally.  Its 
founders were William Bennett and Ron Packard.

• Curricular foundations were developed, expanded and refined from 
E.D. Hirsch’s Core Knowledge concepts.  

• Created by some of the finest minds in education, including 
cognitive scientists, reading specialists, biologists, mathematicians, artists 
and more. It is designed to be an internationally competitive 
curriculum.

• Designed and developed for online delivery from the outset.

• Committed to providing a self-paced learning environment that will 
help each child reach his/her true, individual potential.

• Offers assistance through a customer care and technology support line. 



Component of UTVA Learning

1. Mastery Based progression

2. On-line curriculum

3. All materials and equipment that students 

need

4. Fully certified and qualified teachers and 

staff.  Teachers work from their homes

5. Extensive training for learning coaches as 

students learn from their homes



• Students in grades 1-12 will take State Criterion tests in 
Reading, Math, and Science in the Spring

• Students in grades 3, 5, and 8 will take Iowa Test of Basic 
Skills (ITBS)

• The UBSCT for high school students

• K12 lesson and unit assessments

• K12 Scantron school-wide testing

• DIBELS-reading for grades 2-6

• DRA-Additional state reading assessment

• DWA-State writing assessment

State Testing & Assessments



Benefits of UTVA
• High-quality education option

• Individualized instruction

• Mastery-based learning program

• Continuous assessments

• Continuous feedback-within 24 hours on all communication

• Group outings-both classroom and schoolwide

• A full assortment of clubs for all ages

• Smart use of technology

• No time and distance barriers

• Parent/teacher partnership



Students Who Can Benefit

1,250 Students – 1,250 Reasons

• Struggling

• Gifted & Talented

• Advanced Learners

• Rural, urban, suburban

• Special needs

• Home-bound

• Alternative Education

• Long-term suspended

• Discipline/behavioral issues

• Mobile families (e.g., military)

• Seeking 1 on 1 instruction

• Grappling with social and/or discipline issues

• Private school

• Homeschooled students



Accreditation
Many K12 schools are accredited by a wide variety of respected 

accreditation bodies including:

Every K12 school goes through accreditation for all aspects of its 
program, not just its curriculum.



Layout and Curriculum Design



Units

Lessons are a part of a larger unit

Units consist of 8 – 15 lessons

First screen of every unit includes a summary   

of the unit, objectives, and lesson titles

Many conclude with assessments



K – 3rd Grade Lessons

Written to the adult

Adult and student at times sit together at the 

computer to look at pictures, read a story, etc…

Teacher guides only for kindergarten, first 

grade, and third grade language arts courses





4th – 5th Grade Lessons

Instruction designed for students to use 

independently

Usage of teacher guides is required for 

accurate completion of each lesson

Teacher guide is the online lesson in printed 

form





6th – 8th Grade Lessons

Written directly to students

Adult’s role is to facilitate and supervise student 

work

Teacher guides outline steps to the online 

lesson and include coaching tips and answers





High School Course Catalog is robust to meet the 

needs of diverse learners with diverse goals. 

• Math, English, Science, and History courses are offered in 

multiple versions – Core, Comprehensive, Honors, and AP 

• Up to four levels of World Languages are offered through 

PowerSpeaK in Spanish, French, German, Latin and Chinese 

• Numerous technology electives (e.g. Game Design, Flash 

Animation)

• Concurrent enrollment



Graduation Requirements:

4 English

3 Math

2.5 Social Studies

3 Science

2 PE/Health

1.5 The Arts

1 Career/Technology

0.5   Computer/Financial Literacy

6.5 Electives (Recommended 2 Credits World Language)

24 TOTAL



Naviance

•Powerful post-secondary tool

•Counselor supported and monitored

•Skills assessments

•Career exploration

•Aids in forward-thinking





Quality k12 Curriculum

Courses are constructed as 2 

semesters  made up of multiple units 

of multiple lessons of multiple activity 

screens



k12 Reference and Textbooks



The K12 Curriculum

Language Arts

Math

Science

History 

Art

Music

Foreign Language
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K-8



What K8 looks like

• In addition to classes being loaded on line they receive boxes of 

supplies as well

• Students have a set schedule saying what needs to be done 

each day.

• Families may choose to stick to this schedule or adjust the 

schedule to fit their lifestyle

• Students are free to go at their own pace

• Including, taking more time to study a difficult concept, dig deeper 

into an interesting subject and move quickly through easy 

concepts

• Our Middle School Model is a hybrid between a K-5 single 

classroom model and a High School model of multiple teachers



Lessons

• Students spend 50% of  their time on the computer and the 

other 50% doing projects and working with books

• Most lessons end in an assessment to test mastery of that 

topic.

• If the students receive 80% or higher on the assessment, 

they are ready to move on, if they do not, they review the 

lessons and then retake the assessment

• If students already know a topic ,they can just test out of 

those lessons by taking a unit test



Mid Year Promotions

Subject

Number 

of 
Courses 

Percent of 

Promoted 
Courses

ELA 49 35%

MTH 49 35%

HIS 16 11%

MUS 10 7%

SCI 9 6%

ART 7 5%

Total 140



What the teacher does

• Tracks student progress and attendance to make sure they 

are progressing through  the curriculum adequately.

• Teaches  small group and one on one direct instruction 

lessons to students

• Give s advise to learning coaches on how to teach certain 

concepts as well as deal with behavioral concerns

• Provides remediation classes where necessary

• Tailor lessons to meet the needs of the individual students. 

Enriching and simplifying where needed
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High School



Why do our families choose UTVA 

High School? 

• Flexibility

• Individualized pace (faster or slower)

• Variety of classes and levels of difficulty

• Special needs (illness, disablility, easier to focus)

• Involved in extracurricular activities (e.g., 

athletes, actors)



Student Support System

Mentor

Parent/

Guardian

Administrator

Counselor

Advisors

Peer

Mentors

(coming soon)

Teachers

(Regular & 

Special Ed)

High 

School

Student



•Wherever they have a computer and Internet connection

•Roughly 6-8 hours per day of school

•Live office hours

•Average 2-3 hours of live sessions each week

•Teachers conduct live one-on-one tutoring, small group instruction, 

and reviews

• Students in past year have participated from points all over the 

United States and in foreign countries

When and where do students go to school?



A Vibrant School Community

•Clubs

•Service learning

•College credit for Advanced Placement courses (when the 

student chooses to pay for and take—and passes—the AP test)

•College/career planning

•Outings with other HS students 



Advisor

•Monitors academic progress and activity

•Liaison between students and teachers/administration

•Holds advisor/learning coach/student/teacher conferences 

as needed

•Assists students in creating a personal action plan

•Oversees Online Learning Course



Overview

We are a fully accredited school.

Real Community

Real Learning

• Asynchronous and synchronous instruction

• Interactive, challenging curriculum

• Semester-length courses of multiple units, lessons, 
assessments and activities

Real Results



Features of the Online School

























Coaching Tools

• Course Introductions

• Online School Tutorial and Manual

• Teacher Guides

















Contact Information 

Utah Virtual Academy

512 E. 4500 S.

Murray, UT 84107 

801.262.4922 tel

801.262.5086 fax

School website: www.K12.com/utva


